
 

 

Cipla strengthens fight against AMR, secures approval to introduce 

ZEMDRI® (plazomicin) injection in India 

 

Mumbai, February 26th, 2024: Cipla Limited (BSE: 500087; NSE: CIPLA EQ; and hereafter referred to 

as "Cipla") received approval from the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) to 

market the novel antibiotic plazomicin in India.  

 

Plazomicin is a new intravenous (IV) aminoglycoside indicated for the treatment of complicated 

urinary tract infections (cUTI) including pyelonephritis. UTIs are a global health problem affecting 

approximately 150 million patients each year. The emergence of drug resistant uropathogens has 

posed a big challenge in management of UTIs. A pivotal clinical trial and in-vitro studies 

demonstrated efficacious and safe results in comparison to meropenem. It also highlighted 

plazomicin’s ability to retain in-vitro activity against strains resistant to older aminoglycosides. 

Plazomicin's introduction in India underscores Cipla's proactive response to the urgent global 

challenge of antimicrobial resistance (AMR). 

 

Cipla USA Inc., a subsidiary of Cipla, holds the patent for plazomicin sulfate, an intravenous 

aminoglycoside administered once daily. The company possesses global rights for this molecule, 

excluding Greater China, and is the innovator of the brand called ZEMDRI®. Cipla USA Inc. 

currently markets the product in the USA, where it received approval from the US FDA in 2018. 

ZEMDRI®, for an appropriate time, held the designation of a new technology add-on payment 

(NTAP) status granted by the US Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) - specifically for hospital 

administration. 

 

Commenting on the approval, Mr. Umang Vohra, Managing Director, and Global CEO, Cipla, said, 

“The introduction of plazomicin in India is an important step forward in bringing solutions that 

address the evolving healthcare challenges of our time. Cipla remains steadfast in building 

capabilities and driving stewardship activities to counter the global threat of AMR. Our focus 

remains on developing a robust antimicrobial portfolio, forging partnerships with thought leaders 

and industry alliances to ensure global access to antimicrobial drugs for a healthier life.” 

 

As a part of Cipla’s extensive efforts to address antimicrobial resistance (AMR), the company is 

also implementing EHS management programs, strengthening wastewater and solid waste 



 

management, adhering to local environmental regulations, and providing vital 

training towards its sustainability initiatives.  

 

About Cipla 

Established in 1935, Cipla is a global pharmaceutical company focused on agile and sustainable 

growth, complex generics, and deepening portfolio in our home markets of India, South Africa, 

North America, and key regulated and emerging markets. Our strengths in the respiratory, anti-

retroviral, urology, cardiology, anti-infective, and CNS segments are well-known. Our 47 

manufacturing sites around the world produce 50+ dosage forms and 1,500+ products using 

cutting-edge technology platforms to cater to our 86 markets. Cipla is the 3rd largest in pharma 

in India (IQVIA MAT Nov’23), 3rd largest in the pharma private market in South Africa (IQVIA MAT 

Nov’23), and is among the most dispensed generic players in the U.S. For over eight decades, 

making a difference to patients has inspired every aspect of Cipla’s work. Our paradigm-

changing offer of a triple anti-retroviral therapy in HIV/AIDS at less than a dollar a day in Africa in 

2001 is widely acknowledged as having contributed to bringing inclusiveness, accessibility, and 

affordability to the centre of the HIV movement. A responsible corporate citizen, Cipla’s 

humanitarian approach to healthcare in pursuit of its purpose of ‘Caring for Life’ and deep-rooted 

community links wherever it is present make it a partner of choice to global health bodies, peers, 

and all stakeholders. 

For more, please visit www.cipla.com, or click on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn. 
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